St Nicholas Parish Council Meeting

September 28, 2009

Staff Members Present:


Father Bill Hitpas


Barb Furdek, Education


Sister Judy McKenna


Ann Daniels, Business

Discerned Members Present:  

David Todd, President


Bob Hoff

Matt Sebenoler


Jill Pietrusinski, Vice-President

Nicole Holland

Cary Sheerin


Sherri Galante



John Laverdure

Joanne Smallheer

Others Present:


Joe Edwards, Trustee


Judy Tulis, Guest

Opening:  David opened the meeting with a prayer at 7:30 p.m.

August Minutes:  The August 24, 2009 meeting minutes were approved as submitted.  The September 14, 2009 special council minutes were also approved as submitted.  David received a request from a parishioner who requested to read the council minutes.  He will advise her that they are posted on the church's web site.  David proposed we keep a copy of the minutes in a notebook in the church office for review by those who do not have internet access.

Old Business:

1.  Church Safety/Security Committee Update:  Judy Tulis is a nurse and a member of the St Nicholas Safety/Security Committee.  Judy attended the council meeting to brief on the latest protective measures to H1N1 flu virus.  She had attended a meeting at SWIC and wanted to share the information from that meeting with the council members.  
· She advised that the most important approach to this pandemic is DO NOT PANIC!  Every year 36,000 people die from various flu viruses and nobody bats an eye at this number.  Probably those deaths are mostly older people who have other serious conditions.  
· While the H1N1 causes more deaths with children under six and pregnant women, these victims more than likely had underlying ailments such as heart condition, asthma, or diabetes.  
· The important message is very simply--cover coughs and wash hands with soap and water.  Keep a small bottle of hand sanitizer handy.  
· If you're sick, stay home until you are free of a fever for 24 hours without the use of medication.  If an affected person coughs/sneezes into their hands and then touches an object such as the door handle, the virus can live 4 to 8 hours.  Another individual can touch that object and then rub their eyes, nose, or mouth, and they will carry the virus into their bodies.  
· She stated that the reason we have what is called "the flu season" is although the flu virus is active all year, more people do get sick from it during the months we are indoors.  

· The church's health fair is November 14, 2009.  This will be published.  Parishioners will sign up for the regular flu shot the first weekend in November.  Medicare will pay the $25 fee for enrollees.  
Judy ended her discussion with the main thought--DO NOT PANIC.  The council members discussed ways to publicize this information to the parishioners such as articles in the newsletter and bulletin.  David thought it can be arranged to cover this on the web site as a stand-alone article.

2.  St Nicholas Parish Picnic:  Council members praised Joanne for her successful organization of the picnic.  She had sent an after-action report to all council members.  
· She recommends having someone assume photography duties at the future picnics.
· The only negative comment was concerning that when more than one person went bingo at the same time; the caller felt all three should have received a prize.  Joanne suggested that next time this happens; the winners' names could be put in a "hat" and one name drawn to receive the prize.
· More adults are needed to supervise the children's games.

Council members discussed whether the date of the annual picnic should be changed to later in the fall.  However, there are many social events in our community during the September and October months.  Cary made a motion to keep the date for our picnic as it is--the last Saturday in August.  Jill seconded the motion.  All members were in favor.  David asked consideration be given to hosting the welcome to new parishioners night before the parish picnic weekend to ensure they know of this important community event.
3.  Activity and Spirituality Center Update:  As of this day, the building committee has not met.  But based on the September 14 special Parish Council meeting, the architect has been instructed to draw up different schematics with the 10 foot extension and the preschool.  
4.  Capital Campaign Update:  First, Father Bill acknowledged the countless hours Ann Daniels has devoted to this project.  St. Nicholas has selected CDS Consultants of Eureka, MO to provide support for the capital campaign.  The following steering committee chairpersons will be announced in a letter being sent to parishioners on Wednesday:

· Duane Daniels

Overall campaign chair

· Carol Mauchline

Administrator

· Lisa DeDecker-Reimer
Promotional materials

· Ann Daniels


Coordination of special campaign video

· Joanne Smallheer 

Special information receptions

· Nita Zajicek


Telephone organization for the receptions

There are three goal levels for the campaign.  Which level is achieved will determine what we will be financially able to accomplish.  The three levels are:

· PRIMARY:  Both Spirituality Center and Activity building will be built.  Preschool will open as part of the Activity Center.
· CHALLENGE:  Primary level accomplishments plus funding for immediate planning for a detached preschool.  Small debt left to be retired.

· CELEBRATION:  Primary and Challenge levels plus move forward on a permanent detached preschool.

Receptions will be the first two weeks of November.  Ann said there will be six receptions.  Parishioners can chose which one they want to attend.  A short video will be shown.  Father Bill and the campaign chair, Duane Daniels, will talk.  As parishioners leave the reception, they will be given a packet which contains brochure, pledge card, etc.  Pledge cards will be turned in on Commitment Sunday, November 22.  The case statement will be printed in the brochure which the parishioners will receive at the receptions.

5.  Commission/Faith Formation:  Jill spoke on definition of spirituality -- putting a face on God -- putting God in everyday life -- experiencing through every day experiences God's work.  That's what Jill heard through the presenters at the August meeting.  We did tend to dwell on adult education.  The first question to the council is do we need to focus on exploring deeper into faith formation commission beyond what we have done this year?  Jill said she is in favor of putting this off until the spring after we get through the Capital Campaign and pick another evening to get together informally -- we wouldn't have to decide what topic to cover right now.  David said he better understood the people in the education efforts which help him as a council member.  Matt reminded council that we had agreed to two meetings per year.  He felt it's important to hold the two meetings planned.  Barb said the parish must understand the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.  The Atrium has room for more children than signed up.  She feels this is the foundation of the church's future.  We need to be articulate in the purpose of this.  Father asked if the parents of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd could present an information evening to other parents.  We could invite parents who have children in that age group.  Sherri mentioned the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a Montessori based program and this was what caught her attention and interest in enrolling her children.  Parents need to be aware of this connection.

Father shared his thoughts of what Catholic schools must accomplish in today's culture.  It seems the whole dimension of spirituality is missing.  There are kids going through Catholic schools right now who have no spiritual life.  The Spirituality Center is about skills.  It's about recognizing and responding to God in our life.  It's the missing piece in our schools.   

The spiritual journey of finding the face of God and how to respond to Him is a life-long on-going journey.  Until the parents get in touch with their faith journey -- where they are in their own spiritual life/journey and then they are given the skills to give that to their kids.  The parents can meet in the Spirituality Center (SC) with their children.  There they will see the progress their children made.  Their life will be so much richer later in their life.  To get there, we can't do Catholic schools the way we did 40 years ago because the world isn't the same and the culture isn't the same, the church isn't the same and family life isn't the same.  The same question for the PSR children exists.  The SC is the missing piece that touches the whole family about faith, God, and responding to both.  Father Bill said as parents teach the children to have a spiritual life--20 years from now we will be a different church if we do it right and use it right.

New Business:
Building Our Christian Community:  David raised the question of how we are building our Christian community?  We tend to focus on the Spirituality Center, but that is perhaps one year away from completion.  Are we not including certain segments of our community in our programs?  As an example while the Church Dinners hosted by parishioners have been a great success, several singe members felt themselves out of place at these events.  We've discussed quite a bit about our need to understand what's going on in the church.  Thirty to 40 years ago, the church was the center of the community.  Now so many things have changed.  Matt suggested the next special meeting be how we can use the SC as a continuation of faith formation discussion.  David didn’t want to wait for the SC to evaluate who we are not reaching and why.  Maybe there are things we can do right now.  He didn't think we needed to make a decision now.  We’ll table this item for later discussion—perhaps along with what Father Bill was saying previously.

Items for Repetitive Publication:  A parishioner talked to John regarding information on the nursery.  An article on the use of the nursery was published in the latest newsletter.  This brought the question to John about how often we do publish the commonly used facilities/programs.  Ann advised she tries to avoid repeating articles too often.  She has included the nursery information for the last three years a year apart.  She considers once a year ideal.  New families are given information on the nursery in their packet when they join the church.  David suggested we include an annotation on the front of the website home page that the nursery is available.

Next Regular Meeting:  In lieu of the regularly scheduled Parish Council meeting on 26 October, Parish Council members are invited to attend a capital campaign reception.  Prior to that date, by agreement of the Parish Council, we will determine if an abbreviated Parish Council meeting is necessary after the reception.  Keep in mind that we normally do not have a Parish Council meeting in December, so the next and only meeting for this year will be November 23rd.  
Closing:  Jill closed the meeting with a prayer at 9:23 p.m.
Respectfully submitted:

EMMA JOHNSON, Recorder
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