St Nicholas Parish Council Meeting

May 24, 2010

Staff Members Present:

Father Bill Hitpas, Pastor


Ann Daniels, Business Manager

Barbara Furdek, Director, Religious Education

Discerned Members Present:
David Todd, President


Nicole Holland 


Bob Hoff
Jill Pietrusinski, Vice-President

John Laverdure 

Joanne Smallheer
Sherri Galante



Cary Sheerin 


Yolandea Wood

Others Present:  Carol Mauchline, Trustee

Opening:  Yolandea Wood opened the meeting with prayer at 7:30 pm.  

April 26, 2010 Council Minutes: The minutes were approved with the following two corrections:

a. Under Safety and Security Committee, sixth line, replace "Disaster Control Officer" with "Command Post Chief"; and

b. Under Safety and Security Committee, second sentence, change "David raised that issue..." to "David raised the issue..."
Open Discussion:  Father Bill Hitpas commented that the first meeting of the school building committee for the expansion of the St Clare School will be June 29th.  This committee will be made up of three representatives from St Clare and St. Nicholas each, and one or two members from Corpus Christi.  One representative will be Scott Sorgea who is on the building/grounds committee at St Clare.  Father also mentioned the name of Mark Eccher.  He is a civil engineer and project manager who had previously volunteered to be on the building committee for the Spirituality Center.  However, Father Bill thought that since the Spirituality Center planning was about halfway through it didn't seem appropriate to add someone new at that time.  Father would like to offer him membership to the school building committee.  He will pick the third representative unless one of the Council members submits a name to him or indicates they are interested.  He will give consideration to any names the Council members may suggest including various backgrounds, experiences, and gender.  Cary Sheerin will discuss her potential interest with Father Bill at a later time.  

Spirituality Center:  Ann Daniels announced that the Bank of O'Fallon met all of our requests pertaining to a financial loan and St. Nicholas will secure a loan from them for the current building construction after completing some administration actions such as obtaining an appraisal, completing forms, and doing a title search.  The construction completion date is scheduled for December 17th.  

Discernment Process:  Father Bill will lead the discernment process, offering spiritual guidance to the group.  At the Informational meeting, he will describe the purpose of the Council along with the issues facing the Church in the near future.  The Council members will be present to answer questions for the candidates.  The schedule for discernment is:


June  2, 7 pm:  Information meeting;


June 16, 7 pm:  Discernment; and


June 28, 7 pm:  Selected persons attend first council meeting and election of Council officers.

Nicole Holland, Jill Pietrusinski, and Cary Sheerin’s terms are expiring this year. 

Church Directory:  Ann Daniels and Joanne Smallheer selected Life Touch for the church directory.  They also did the last St Nicholas directory.  Ann and Joanne will meet with Tom Donavan Tuesday, May 25th at which time they will be given detailed information.  They are selecting a broad time span for taking pictures--July, August, and some in September and November.  These dates were based upon the availability of Life Touch staff.  Joanne described some of the special things Life Touch will do for us.  They will present us with a framed picture of the Lord--from a distance it looks like a mosaic but it is made up of small pictures of all our parishioners who had their picture taken. They will also make the calls reminding parishioners of their scheduled appointment.  Reservations/appointments will be entered online--there can be no overbooking for the same time slot.  After the Tuesday meeting, Joanne will send the information out to all Council members, as well as putting an article in the Bulletin and information on the web site.

Parish Picnic:  Joanne advised the date is August 28th.  She will be looking for volunteers to help organize the picnic.  At this time, the only information she has is the date but she will be publicizing this so calendars can be marked.  Related to this date, it was decided that Welcoming Night will be scheduled for August 20th at 7 pm.

Upcoming Parish Council Agenda Items:  The Council very briefly discussed June’s upcoming Parish Council agenda items.  Regarding the Preschool Planning, Father Bill advised there are many issues that have to be resolved before the Council can have a meaningful discussion on the preschool.  These items include program certification, do we hire the coordinator, does coordinator hire teachers, and whether we could purchase furniture from schools that have closed.  If he is able to make progress on these items, we can schedule the Preschool discussion for the next meeting.  

Closing:  Father Bill closed the meeting with a prayer at 8:05 pm.  The next scheduled meeting is June 28th.

Respectively submitted for Council approval;
EMMA JOHNSON, Recorder

Approved:  June 28, 2010
David F. Todd
DAVID F. TODD, Parish Council President
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